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PRESS RELEASE:  

06/01/16: an open letter was delivered to Prof Michael Thorne, Vice Chancellor of Anglia 

Ruskin University, protesting the closure of their on-campus nursery facilities.  The letter was 

signed by Cambridge MP Daniel Zeichner, City Mayor Robert Dryden, 21 council members, 

Sophie Walker National Leader of the Women's Equality Party, as well many local community, 

faith & business leaders. 

The letter has been organised by the Save Anglia Ruskin Nursery Campaign, a spontaneously 

formed group of parents who are opposed to the closure of the university nursery due to the 

pressure it places on an already overstretched childcare infrastructure in Cambridge. 

Ben Cijffers, a nursery parent, said: “This letter is a reflection of the cross-community support 

for our campaign, and the significant concerns that exist at the reduction of already scarce 

childcare places in central Cambridge”. 

The campaign group instigated informal talks with the university in December and put 

forward a package of measures as a compromise solution.  “The university management led 

by pro-vice chancellor Roderick Watkins comprehensively rebuffed our proposals stating that 

the university did not feel we would act with “maturity and honesty”.  They made it clear they 

did not wish to continue the dialogue with us,” said Mr Cijffers. 

On 22nd December the university responded to the group’s Freedom of Information requests, 

returning information that was incomplete, unsubstantiated or obfuscatory.   

Save ARU Nursery campaign commented “This is consistent with what seems to be an 

ongoing effort by the university to conceal the real reasons for the closure, and deny the 

public the opportunity to see the business case behind it.  The university has acted in an 

opaque and unaccountable manner which is inconsistent with the conduct of a public 

body. The latest example of this is the university’s press office allegedly claiming that all 

children at the nursery have found alternative provision, something that is manifestly untrue.” 

“ARU has a duty of care to the children in its nursery and a responsibility to its community.  

Whilst the primary focus of our campaign has been on the welfare of our children, the 

conduct of the university raises serious questions about their commitment to transparency, 

and the integrity of their management decisions” 

Details of other media coverage can be seen here. 
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For further information please see www.savearunursery.wordpress.com  

email: savearunursery@gmail.com or call Ben Cijffers on 07828 184 384 
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